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 Lenten Season    
         2019 C A T A L O G



The Testament of the Lord
TRANSLATED BY ALISTAIR STEWART

One of several ancient “Church Order” 
texts, The Testament is newly translated 
from Syriac—with an eye to Ethiopic man-
uscripts. Written in the first four centuries, 
it directs conduct, morality, ecclesiastical 
organization, discipline, and liturgical life. 
Beginning with an apocalyptic section in 
which the risen Lord himself addresses the 
reader, The Testament then describes the 
building of a church, the mode of appoint-
ment for clergy and monastics, and the 
conduct of liturgical services.

Paperback  •  978–0–88141–611–4 
5 x 7 in.  •  170 pp.
$25

A Manual of Eastern  
Orthodox Prayers
Back in print due to popular demand, this 
traditional Orthodox compendium offers 
a “rule of prayer” consisting of morning 
and evening prayers, communion prayers, 
selected troparia, and prayers for various 
occasions. This handsome prayer book, 
translated from Russian into English, also 
features a foreword by the late Protopresby-
ter Alexander Schmemann (+1983).

Hardcover  •  978-0-88141-644-9
4 x 6.5 in.  •  128 pp.
$25

Theology as a Surprise
BISHOP MAXIM VASILJEVIC

“Bishop Maxim draws upon Scripture, the 
Fathers, and Liturgy to address perennial 
and yet very contemporary questions... And 
he does so in engagement with a diverse 
range of contemporary thinkers: philos-
ophers, scientists, poets, artists, media 
figures, and film directors. The theological 
vision and call that emerges here is indeed 
a surprise, and one that brings the gospel to 
bear on all aspects of our life and existence.” 

–  VERY REV.  JOHN BEHR

Paperback  •  978–0-88141–626–8 
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  240 pp. 
$18

ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY VOL. V 

Sacraments and Other Rites
METROPOLITAN HILARION ALFEYEV

The fifth volume of a systematic exposition 
of the history, canonical structure, doctrine, 
moral teaching, liturgical services, and 
spiritual life of the Orthodox Church. This 
volume is dedicated to the mysteries (or 
sacraments) of the Orthodox Church, and 
explains the non-sacramental rites that fall 
outside the liturgical cycle, such as mole-
bens and akathists, and various blessings.

Paperback  •  978–0-88141–626–8
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  40 pp.
$25

Buy the complete 5-volume set  
of Orthodox Christianity for  
$100  (a savings of $43). 

Each volume is also available for 
purchase individually.

VOL. I  The History and Canonical  
Structure of the Orthodox Church
Paperback  •  978-0-88141-878-1 
6 x 9 in.  •  350 pp.  •  $25

VOL. I I  Doctrine and Teaching of 
the Orthodox Church
Paperback  •  978-0-88141-461-5 
6 x 9 in.  •  597 pp.  •  $35

VOL. I I I  The Architecture, Icons, 
and Music of the Orthodox Church
Paperback  •  978-0-88141-503-2 
6 x 9 in.  •  370 pp.  •  $28

VOL. IV  The Worship and Liturgical 
Life of the Orthodox Church
Paperback  •  978-0-88141-522-0 
6 x 9 in.  •  382 pp.  •  $40

S E A S O N A L 
B O O K S

Great Lent
ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN

This revised edition of Father Alexander 
Schmemann’s Lenten classic examines the 
meaning of Liturgy of the Presanctified 
Gifts, the Prayer of St Ephraim the Syrian, 
the Canon of St Andrew of Crete, and other 
neglected or misunderstood treasures of 
Lenten worship. Schmemann draws on 
the Church’s sacramental and liturgical 
tradition to suggest the meaning of “Lent 
in our life.”

Paperback  •  978-0-913836-04-0
5.5 x 8 in.  •  40 pp.
$16

The Lenten Spring
THOMAS HOPKO

In his meditations, Fr Hopko draws on his 
long experience as a pastor and teacher, 
working with young and old throughout 
the country, to present to the modern 
reader the relevance of the Church’s two-
thousand-year-old tradition of preparing to 
greet our Lord’s Resurrection.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-014-3 
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  324 pp.
$18

N E W  &  N O T E W O R T H Y

This revised edition of Father Alexander Schmemann’s Lenten
classic examines the meaning of the Liturgy of the Presanctified
Gifts, the Prayer of St Ephraim the Syrian, the Canon of Saint
Andrew of Crete and other neglected or misunderstood treasures
of Lenten worship. Schmemann draws on the Church’s sacra-
mental and liturgical tradition to suggest the meaning of “Lent in
our life.”

The Lenten season is meant to kindle a “bright sadness” within
our hearts. Its aim is precisely the remembrance of Christ, a long-
ing for a relationship with God that has been lost. Lent offers the
time and place for recovery of this relationship. The darkness of
Lent allows the flame of the Holy Spirit to burn within our hearts
until we are led to the brilliance of the Resurrection.

The Rev. Dr Alexander Schmemann (†1983) was professor of Liturgical
Theology & Dean of St Vladimir’s Seminary in Crestwood, New York.

GREAT LENT
Journey to Pascha
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S E A S O N A L 
B O O K S continued

Orthodox Lent,  
Holy Week and Easter
LITURGICAL TEXTS & COMMENTARY

HUGH WYBREW

Orthodox Lent, Holy Week and Easter 
introduces the reader to the richness of 
Orthodox liturgical prayer in this vital sea-
son. It provides Christians of all traditions 
with material for meditation and personal 
prayer, helping us all to become faithful dis-
ciples of the crucified and risen Christ.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-162-1 
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  118 pp.
$13

On Pascha  (SECOND EDITION)

MELITO OF SARDIS 
TRANSLATED BY ALISTAIR STEWART

This newly revised collection features the 
original Greek text and an updated trans-
lation of On Pascha by Melito of Sardis, a 
liturgical work deriving from Quartodeci-
man circles in Asia.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-554-4 
5 x 7 in.  •  20 pp.
$20

P R AY E R

Courage to Pray
METROPOLITAN ANTHONY BLOOM 
& GEORGES LEFEBVRE

The discovery of prayer, of man’s relation-
ship with God and the world, of faith and 
love, is what gives human beings hope and 
courage to pray. This little book points to 
that discovery as a guide for those who 
wish to end their isolation and enter into 
communion with the Infinite.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-031-0 
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  123 pp.
$14

The Jesus Prayer
A MONK OF THE EASTERN CHURCH

“To pronounce the name of Jesus in a holy 
way is an all-sufficient and surpassing aim 
for any human life... We are to call to mind 
Jesus Christ until the name of the Lord 
penetrates our heart, descends to its very 
depths... The Name of Jesus, once it has 
become the center of our life, brings every-
thing together.”

        —A MONK OF THE EASTERN CHURCH 

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-642-8
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  120 pp.
$15

On Prayer
ARCHIMANDRITE SOPHRONY

This collection of articles on prayer and 
the spiritual life, together with some of the 
author’s own prayers, is a moving testi-
mony to the relevance of Christ, who, for 
Archimandrite Sophrony, is “all, and in all, 
the beginning and the ending” of all things 
(cf. Colossians 3.11; Revelation 1.8).

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-194-2
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  208 pp.
$16

Orthodox Prayer Life
THE INTERIOR WAY

MATTHEW THE POOR

This volume evolved experientially: the 
fruit of fifty-five years of solitude by a 
contemporary desert monk besieged by 
prayer. Father Matta El-Maskeen (Matthew 
the Poor)’s prayer life initially was formed 
under the direction of the sayings of the 
Russian Fathers, and later expanded under 
the direction of other Fathers, both Eastern 
and Western.  Desiring to share the lessons 
he learned, and compelled by the Holy 
Spirit to do so, he wrote this volume so that 
he might impart to his readers “a whole 
course” on the life of prayer.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-250-5
6 x 9 in.  •  292 pp.
$25

Prayer: Encounter  
with the Living God
METROPOLITAN HILARION ALFEYEV

In this deceptively simple set of talks, Met-
ropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev explains with 
grace and clarity the Orthodox understand-
ing of prayer. Beginning with conception of 
prayer as creating a space of encounter with 
God, we are guided through the Orthodox 
ethos of prayer and its irreplaceable role in 
our Christian lives.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-528-5
5 x 7 in.  •  136 pp.
$12

Praying with the  
Orthodox Tradition
STEFANO PARENTIN, TRANSLATED 
BY PAULA CLIFFORD

This collection of prayers for different 
hours of the day makes accessible some 
of the riches of Orthodox spirituality and 
resounds with thanksgiving for the great-
ness of God. The foreword explains how 
the prayers were first used, and how much 
all Christians can learn from this living 
tradition.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-156-0
5 x 7 in.  •  76 pp.
$10

p r a y e r

Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev

I n this deceptively simple set of talks, Metropolitan Hilarion 
Alfeyev explains with grace and clarity the Orthodox un-

derstanding of prayer. Beginning with the concept of prayer as 
creating a space of encounter with God, he guides us through the 
Orthodox ethos of prayer and its irreplaceable role in our Chris-
tian lives.

With his usual lucidity, Metropolitan Hilarion reminds us of 
what lies at the very heart of prayer to the Living God:

“God does not need words; He needs men’s hearts.  
Words are secondary; of paramount importance are  

the feeling and disposition with which we approach God.”

Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev is the chairman of the Depart-
ment of External Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate, and the 
author of numerous works on Orthodox Christianity, such as his 
landmark series Orthodox Christianity and Christ the Conqueror of 
Hell, all available from SVS Press.

9

0

P
rayer

M
etropolitan

 H
ilarion

 A
lfeyev

c
o

ver
 im

a
g

e by lisa
 g

ilm
a

n
. d

esig
n

 by a
d

a
m

 b. bo
h

a
n

n
o

n
.St Vladimir’s Seminary Pressp

Encounter with the Living God
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T H E  C H U R C H 
Y E A R
CELEBRATION OF FAITH, VOL. I I

The Church Year
ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN

Cultural feasts are the repository and ex-
pression of a society’s goals, ambitions, and 
worldview. Fr Schmemann writes, “tell me 
what you celebrate, and I will tell you who 
you are.” In this volume, Fr Schmemann ex-
amines first the phenomenon of celebration 
and then its expression in the Orthodox 
Christian church year, focusing especially 
on the Christmas and Easter cycles.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-138-6 
5 x 7 in.  •  162 pp.
$20

The Year of Grace of the Lord
A MONK OF THE EASTERN CHURCH

Based on the worship of the Orthodox 
Church, this book follows the Sundays and 
feast days from the beginning of the year in 
September to its completion after Pente-
cost. A guide to the scriptural readings and 
prayers of the calendar year, it reveals the 
liturgical year as an “an abridgement of the 
history of salvation.”

Paperback  •  978-0-913-83668-2
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  254 pp.
$23

S P I R I T U A L I T Y

Way of the Ascetics
T ITO COLLIANDER

Way of the Ascetics is a rich, compact intro-
duction for modern readers to the Eastern 
Christian spiritual tradition that has been 
an inspiration to millions for centuries. 
These compassionate and insightful reflec-
tions on self-control and inner peace are 
meant to lead the readers to fuller union 
with God.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-049-5
5 x 7 in.  •  110 pp. 
$14

The Typikon Decoded
AN EXPLANATION OF BYZANTINE 
LITURGICAL PRACTICE

ARCHBISHOP JOB GETCHA

The Byzantine liturgy, with its beauty, its 
richness, and its depth, intrigues, inspires, 
and fascinates a great number of today’s 
Christians; and yet it remains for many 
almost inaccessible if not incomprehensi-
ble. This explanation of Byzantine liturgical 
practice, the first of its kind in English, cov-
ers the celebration of the offices throughout 
the Byzantine liturgical year.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-412-7 
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  313 pp.
$26

Defeating Sin
OVERCOMING OUR PASSIONS AND 
CHANGING FOREVER

JOSEPH DAVID HUNEYCUTT 

Defeating Sin will help readers better 
understand the disease that troubles the 
human soul. In this book, Fr Joseph David 
Huneycutt provides both the “diagnosis” 
and a course of spiritual therapy.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-609-1
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  180 pp.
$23

How to Be a Sinner
PETER BOUTENEFF 

We call ourselves “sinners” in much of our 
church life. Yet the sinner identity—when 
done right—brings peace of mind, a 
clear conscience, and love for others. This 
book will speak to you wherever you find 
yourself.

Paperback  •  978–0–88141–623–7 
5 x 7 in.  •  215 pp.
$20

Dragon’s Wine and  
Angel’s Bread
THE TEACHING OF EVAGRIUS  
PONTICUS ON ANGER AND MEEKNESS

GABRIEL BUNGE

Evagrius Ponticus (343-399 ad) spent 
sixteen years in the desert of Egypt, where 

he gained the gift of insight into the human 
soul. Evagrius’ image of the human being, 
profoundly biblical, allowed for a percep-
tive understanding of anger, its causes, con-
sequences and cures. His major study on 
the topic “not ordinarily covered in works 
of theology” appears here in the English 
language for the first time and offers time-
less wisdom on struggling with this passion.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-337-3
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  156 pp. 
$16

Despondency
THE SPIRITUAL TEACHING OF 
EVAGRIUS PONTICUS ON ACEDIA

GABRIEL BUNGE

This ultimately joyful work, meant to ac-
company Dragon’s Wine and Angel’s Bread, 
is one of the few books available in English 
to deal exclusively with the problem of de-
spondency (acedia) and how it can be over-
come. Bunge analyzes the views of Evagrius 
Ponticus, the famous “philosopher of the 
desert,” on the dangers of acedia. Evagrius 
develops a sophisticated psychology which 
remains beneficial to us today.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-394-6
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  156 pp.
$18
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Decoded

he Byzantine liturgy, with its beauty, its richness, and its 
depth, intrigues, inspires, and fascinates a great number 
of today’s Christians; and yet it remains for many almost 

inaccessible if not incomprehensible.

The Typikon, the liturgical book that contains the order of the litur-
gical celebration, is complex, whence the necessity of “decoding” it 
both for recent converts and for “cradle” Orthodox Christians desir-
ing to deepen their liturgical observance.

And that “decoding” is the goal of this book. Developed from cours-
es given at the St Sergius Institute of Orthodox Theology in Paris, it 
covers the celebration of the offices throughout the Byzantine litur-
gical year. The organization and composition of the liturgical offices 
are first situated in the context of their historical development, and 
then are analyzed in detail from a practical point of view.

This book on Byzantine liturgical practice, the first of its kind in 
English, includes an extensive bibliography and glossary.
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P A U L  M E Y E N D O R F F  is the Fr Alexander Schmemann 
Professor of Liturgical Theology at St Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary.

A R c h i M A N D R i t E  j O b  g E t c hA  holds a doctorate 
in theology. Formerly Dean of the Institute Saint-Serge in 
Paris, and professor there of liturgy and church history, Se-
nior Scholar at the Institut catholique de Paris, Fr Job is on 
the faculty at the Institute of Postgraduate Studies in Or-
thodox Theology at the Orthodox Center of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Chambesy, Switzerland.
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ORTHODOX CHRIST IAN  
PUBLICATIONS CENTER (OCPC) 
BOOKLETS

The Bridegroom Services  
of Holy Week
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in. •  128 pp.  •  $6

The Feast of Palms
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  99 pp.  •  $5

Forgiveness Sunday Vespers
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  27 pp.  •  $3

Great and Holy Saturday
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  88 pp.  •  $6

Holy Friday Matins
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  136 pp.  •  $7

Matins of Holy Saturday
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  120 pp.  •   $7

ST T IKHON’S MONASTERY PRESS

The Lenten Triodion
The complete service books of the Ortho-
dox Church for Great Lent. This volume 
includes an introduction on the Meaning 
of the Great Fast by Metropolitan Kallistos 
Ware, and a review of the structure of the 
Lenten offices.

Hardcover  •  978-1-878997-51-7 
5.5 x 9.5 in.  •  699 pp.
$34

The Lenten Triodion  
Supplement
A supplement to The Lenten Triodion, 
translated by Mother Mary & Kallistos 
Ware, and first published by Faber & Faber 
in 1978. It contains all the offices to be 
found in the Greek Triodion, but omitted 
from the 1978 edition for reasons of space.

Hardcover  •  978-1-878997-77-7 
5.5 x 8.5 in.  •  346 pp.
$25.95

C O M PA C T
D I S C S

2011 Seminarian  
Lenten Retreat
ARCHPRIEST CHAD HATFIELD

Father Chad’s meditations, including 
“Conversion of the Heart” and “Life in the 
Kingdom,” were delivered to the St Vladi-
mir’s Seminary community over the course 
of the two-day Lenten retreat.

978-0-88141-457-8  •  1 Disc 
$12

Pascha:  
Hymns of the Resurrection
THE CHOIR OF ST VLADIMIR’S 
SEMINARY (DIRECTED BY DAVID 
DRILLOCK)

Liturgically no one is better at celebrating 
Christ’s victory over the grave than the 
Eastern Orthodox. Join in the contagious 
joy with such memorable pieces as “Thy 
Resurrection, O Christ Our Savior” in 
Kievan chant; “The Great Litany” by S. 
Smolensky; “In the Flesh Thou Didst Fall 
Asleep” by A. Glazunov. Sung in English.

CD, 978-0-88141-173-7  •  1 Disc 
$20

Liturgy of the  
Presanctified Gifts
THE CHOIR OF ST VLADIMIR’S 
SEMINARY (DIRECTED BY DAVID 
DRILLOCK)

This album includes the Liturgy of the Pre-
sanctified Gifts and other Lenten hymns as 
sung by the St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo-
logical Seminary Choir. Selections include 
Kievan, Znamenny, and Obikhod chant.

CD, N/A  •  1 Disc 
$20

L I T U R G I C A L  S E R V I C E  B O O K S

The Paschal Service
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  70 pp.  •  $5

Vespers of Holy Friday
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  55 pp.  •  $4

Vespers of Pascha
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  24 pp.  •  $3

Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
Paperback  •  4 x 6 in.  •  24 pp.  •  $4

Lenten Service Books Package 
Buy a set of these 10 Service 
books for Great Lent, Holy  
Week, and Pascha.

$42 (retail price: $50)
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The Resurrection  
Illumination
P-3  •  16 single-image cards (text inside) 
& envelopes  •  5 x 7 in.  •  $18

Entry into Jerusalem
K-57  •  12 single-image cards (text  
inside) & envelopes  •   5 x 6 in.  •  $11.95

Myrrhbearing Women
K-55  •  12 single-image cards (text  
inside) & envelopes  •   5 x 6 in.  •  $11.95

Raising of Lazarus
K-58  •  12 single-image cards (text  
inside) & envelopes  •  5 x 6 in.  •  $11.95

Four Desert Fathers
PAMBO, EVAGRIUS, MACARIUS OF 
EGYPT & MACARIUS OF ALEXANDRIA

TRANSLATED BY T IM VIVIAN

This volume provides insight into life in the 
famous Egyptian monastic communities 
of the fourth century, introducing their 
thought and practice and offering access to 
their world.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-256-7
5 x 7 in.  •   202 pp
$22

Give Me a Word
THE ALPHABETICAL SAYINGS OF  
THE DESERT FATHERS

TRANSLATED BY JOHN WORTLEY

The present volume translates part of an 
ancient codification of gems of spiritual 
wisdom from the Christians who began 
living in the Egyptian desert starting in the 
fourth century.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-497-4
5 x 7 in.  •  323 pp. 
$28

On Fasting and Feasts
ST BASIL THE GREAT 
TRANSLATED BY SUSAN R. HOLMAN 
& MARK DELCOGLIANO

St Basil addresses such issues as drunken-
ness, hesitations over baptism, community 
benefits of fasting, how to be thankful when 
facing loss and disaster, and the mystery of 
the incarnation.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-480-6
5 x 7 in.  •  141 pp. 
$17

Letters from the Desert
BARSANUPHIUS & JOHN

TRANSLATED BY JOHN  
CHRYSSAVGIS

These two monastic elders maintained 
strict seclusion within their cells around 
Gaza in the sixth century, and spoke to 
others only through letters. The questions 
and answers evoke the image of the Chris-
tian tradition being passed from elder to 
disciple.

Paperback  •  978-0-88141-254-3
5 x 7 in.  •  213 pp.
$18

P O P U L A R  P A T R I S T I C S  S E R I E S

P A S C H A L  G R E E T I N G  C A R D S

AVA I L A B L E  N O W

Holy Week
A SERIES OF MEDITATIONS

The meditations in this book bring us to the 
heart of Holy Week, to an encounter with Christ, 
and with our own true selves. Featuring fourteen 
meditations written by past and present professors 
at St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary, 
and lavishly illustrated with icons, manuscript illu-
minations, and paintings, the beauty of these pages 
will redirect the reader’s inward eyes to the author 
of all beauty, who endured the darkness of Holy 
Week to bring us into the light of Pascha.

Paperback  
978–0–88141–613–8 
6 x 7 in. •  185 pp.
$25
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